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UK Guidance 
 
Public Health England 
 
PHE International Epidemiology Daily Evidence Digest 

 27th May 2020 
 26th May 2020 
 22nd May 2020 

 
COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 
 
Guidance for contacts of people with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection 
who do not live with the person 
 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
 
COVID-19: investigation and initial clinical management of possible cases  
Information on case definitions, and the initial assessment and investigation of possible 
cases of COVID-19 infection. 22nd May  
 
COVID-19: management of exposed staff and patients in health and social care settings  
Guidance on the management of staff and patients who have been exposed to COVID-19. 
22nd May  
 
COVID-19: guidance for sampling and for diagnostic laboratories  
Information for clinical diagnostic laboratories regarding safety, sampling and packaging 
specimens associated with COVID-19. 26th May  
 
COVID-19: background information  
Information on COVID-19 including epidemiology, virology and clinical features 27th May 
 
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement 
 
Antibody testing programme roll out for NHS staff and patients: Letter from Pauline Philip 
and Professor Steven Powis 28th May 
 
 
NHS Confederation 
 
NEW: NHS test and trace service was launched today (28 May). The government has 
published guidance on how the test and trace strategy works and also guidance for the 
workplace (27 May). 
 
 
 

https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2020/05/PHE_Daily_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20200527.pdf
https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2020/05/PHE_Daily_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20200526.pdf
https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2020/05/PHE_Daily_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20200522.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-initial-investigation-of-possible-cases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-guidance-for-clinical-diagnostic-laboratories
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-background-information
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/antibody-testing-programme-roll-out-for-nhs-staff-and-patients-letter-from-pauline-philip-and-professor-steven-powis/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/antibody-testing-programme-roll-out-for-nhs-staff-and-patients-letter-from-pauline-philip-and-professor-steven-powis/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance


International Guidance 
 
World Health Organisation 
 
Operational planning guidance to support country preparedness and response 22nd 
May 
Assessment of risk factors for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in health 
workers: 26th May 
 
Clinical management of COVID-19 27th May  
 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
 
Methodology for estimating point prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 infection by pooled RT-
PCR testing 28th May  
 
 
European Medicine Agency 
 
EMA calls for high-quality observational research in context of COVID-19 26th May 
 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Service 
 
Handling drug charts and patients’ own medication during the COVID-19 pandemic: Infection 
prevention and control recommendations 26th May 
 
Direction to administer forms – use of electronic signatures during COVID-19 28th May 
 
 

Evidence Based Summaries 
 
 
Centre for Evidence Based Medicine 
 
Asthma and COVID-19: risks and management considerations 28th May 
Face coverings for the lay public: an alternative view 27th May 
Cancer and COVID-19: between a rock and a hard place 26th May 
In My Own Bed Please: Staying at home with Covid-19 26th May 
The role of nicotine in COVID-19 infection 26th May 
Leadership in COVID-19: The dangers of groupthink in crisis leadership 26th May 
What is the performance and impact of disposable and reusable respirators for 
healthcare workers in the context of COVID-19 22nd May 
 
 
 
Cochrane 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): remote care through telehealth 20th May 
 
 
 
 

Operational%20planning%20guidance%20to%20support%20country%20preparedness%20and%20response
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/assessment-of-risk-factors-for-coronavirus-disease-2019-(covid-19)-in-health-workers-protocol-for-a-case-control-study
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/assessment-of-risk-factors-for-coronavirus-disease-2019-(covid-19)-in-health-workers-protocol-for-a-case-control-study
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/clinical-management-of-covid-19
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/methodology-estimating-point-prevalence-sars-cov-2-infection-pooled-rt-pcr
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/methodology-estimating-point-prevalence-sars-cov-2-infection-pooled-rt-pcr
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-calls-high-quality-observational-research-context-covid-19
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/handling-drug-charts-and-patients-own-medication-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-infection-prevention-and-control-recommendations/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/handling-drug-charts-and-patients-own-medication-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-infection-prevention-and-control-recommendations/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/direction-to-administer-forms-use-of-electronic-signatures-during-covid-19/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/asthma-and-covid-19-risks-and-management-considerations/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/face-coverings-for-the-lay-public-an-alternative-view/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/cancer-and-covid-19-between-a-rock-and-a-hard-place/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/in-my-own-bed-please-staying-at-home-with-covid-19/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/nicotine-replacement-therapy/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/leadership-in-covid-19-the-dangers-of-groupthink-in-crisis-leadership/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/what-is-the-performance-and-impact-of-disposable-and-reusable-respirators-for-healthcare-workers-in-the-context-of-covid-19/
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/what-is-the-performance-and-impact-of-disposable-and-reusable-respirators-for-healthcare-workers-in-the-context-of-covid-19/
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000043/full


Royal Colleges / Associations: Latest & Updated Guidance 
 
 
Academy of Medical Royal Colleges 
 
Principles for reintroducing healthcare services COVID-19  
Effects on health from non-COVID-19 conditions and moving 
forward to deliver healthcare for all 
 
 
BMA 
 
COVID-19: managing junior doctor rota changes in England  22nd May 
COVID-19: easing the lockdown Updated 28th May 
 
 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
 
Research and quality improvement during COVID-19  26th May 
 

 
Journals: 
 
Health Service Journal 
 
Hancock says trusts must decide on paying for covid overtime 29th May 
Disputes over NHS capital projects ‘inevitable’ after pandemic 29th May 
Officials investigating ongoing coronavirus surge in hospitals 28th May 
 
 

Selected Papers: 
 
Universal Masking in Hospitals in the Covid-19 Era Public health authorities define a significant 
exposure to Covid-19 as face-to-face contact within 6 feet with a patient with symptomatic Covid-
19 ...NEJM 

Machine Learning for COVID-19 needs global collaboration and ... 
The COVID-19 pandemic poses a historical challenge to society. The profusion of data 
requires machine learning to improve and accelerate ... Nature 
 
Safety, tolerability, and immunogenicity of a recombinant adenovirus ... 
The Ad5 vectored COVID-19 vaccine is tolerable and immunogenic at 28 days post-
vaccination. Humoral responses against SARS-CoV-2 ... Lancet 
 
Features of 20 133 UK patients in hospital with covid-19 using the ... 
Features of 20 133 UK patients in hospital with covid-19 using the ISARIC WHO Clinical 
Characterisation Protocol: prospective observational ...BMJ 
 
Hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine with or without a macrolide for ... 
6 days ago ... Hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine, often in combination with a second- 
generation macrolide, are being widely used for treatment of COVID-19 ... Lancet 
 
Covid-19 and acute kidney injury in hospital: summary of NICE ... 
Covid-19 and acute kidney injury in hospital: summary of NICE guidelines | The BMJ. 
Cookie Notice. We ... BMJ 

https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COVID-19_Principles_for_reintroducing_healthcare_services_0520.pdf
https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/200515_COVID-19_moving_forward_to_deliver_healthcare.pdf
https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/200515_COVID-19_moving_forward_to_deliver_healthcare.pdf
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/rota-changes/covid-19-managing-junior-doctor-rota-changes-in-england
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/bma-asks/covid-19-easing-the-lockdown
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/research-quality-improvement-during-covid-19
https://www.hsj.co.uk/workforce/hancock-says-trusts-must-decide-on-paying-for-covid-overtime/7027736.article
https://www.hsj.co.uk/finance-and-efficiency/disputes-over-nhs-capital-projects-inevitable-after-pandemic/7027733.article
https://www.hsj.co.uk/acute-care/officials-investigating-ongoing-coronavirus-surge-in-hospitals/7027722.article
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2006372
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42256-020-0181-6
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31208-3/fulltext
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1985
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31180-6/fulltext
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1963


 
Dysregulation of type I interferon responses in COVID-19 | Nature ... 
COVID-19 is characterized by a mild to severe respiratory illness that appears to be 
influenced by age and comorbidities. Critically ill patients Nature 
 
COVID-19-associated hyperviscosity: a link between inflammation ... 
Reports of thrombotic complications in patients with COVID-19 are increasingly prominent, 
and these reports include patients receiving ...Lancet 
 
Caution against corticosteroid-based COVID-19 treatment - The ... 
In December, 2019, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS- CoV-2) 
emerged in Wuhan, Hubei province, China, and COVID-19 ...Lancet 
 
Hospitalization and Mortality among Black Patients and White ... 
Abstract Background Many reports on coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) have 
highlighted age- and sex-related differences in health  NEJM 
 
COVID-19 testing delays and pathology services in the UK - The ... 
is critical of the UK Government for not following WHO's advice for COVID-19 testing at a 
much earlier stage of the pandemic and for not ... Lancet 
 
Risk factors for death from COVID-19 | Nature Reviews Immunology 
To identify risk factors for hospital deaths from COVID-19, the OpenSAFELY platform 
examined electronic health records from 17.4 million UK  Nature 
 
A view from UK public health registrars on the challenges of COVID-19 
The quotes from frontline workers in Richard Horton's Comment. Horton R. Offline : COVID-
19 and the NHS—“a national scandal”. Lancet. 2020 ...Lancet 
 
Clinical impact of COVID-19 on patients with cancer (CCC19): a ... 
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) and the resulting illness, 
COVID-19, have emerged as a global pandemic Lancet 
Shielding from covid-19 should be stratified by risk | The BMJ 
Protecting those at most risk of dying from covid-19 while relaxing the strictures on others 
provides a way forward in the SARS-CoV-2 epidemic, ... BMJ 
 
Can the UK emulate the South Korean approach to covid-19? 
On 29 February 2020, South Korea, a country of similar population size to England, 
recorded 909 news cases of covid-19. At the time, this was ... BMJ 
 
The starting line for COVID-19 vaccine development - The Lancet 
report the safety, tolerability, and immunogenicity of a recombinant adenovirus type-5 (Ad5) 
vectored COVID-19 vaccine, which expresses the full ...Lancet 
 
COVID-19 mortality in patients with cancer on chemotherapy or ... 
COVID-19 mortality in patients with cancer on chemotherapy or other anticancer treatments: 
a prospective cohort study. Lennard Y W Lee ... Lancet 
 
Asmptomatic Transmission, the Achilles' Heel of Current Strategies ... 
When Covid-19 burst onto the global scene, public health officials initially deployed 
interventions that were used to control severe acute ...NEJM 
 
Susceptibility to and transmission of COVID-19 amongst children and adolescents 
compared with adults: a systematic review and meta-analysis 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-0346-x
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31209-5/fulltext?rss=yes
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30749-2/fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa2011686
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31037-0/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-0351-0
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31058-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31187-9/fulltext
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2063
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m2084.full.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31239-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31173-9/fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2009758
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.20.20108126v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.20.20108126v1
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For a comprehensive and searchable database of Covid-19 research papers see LitCovid 
from Pubmed. 

If you require an evidence search on a particular aspect of Covid-19 or with regards to a 
particular patient group please get in touch: 

Colchester Hospital Library: library.services@esneft.nhs.uk 

Ipswich Hospital Library: hospital.library@esneft.nhs.uk 

Please email rather than telephone 

29th May 2020 
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