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UK Guidance 
 
NICE 
 
COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing COVID-19 
NICE guideline [NG191] Published: 23 March 2021 Last updated: 27 May 2021 
On 27 May 2021 we added new recommendations on colchicine to treat COVID-19 and updated existing 
recommendations on remdesivir for COVID-19 pneumonia. 

 
NHS Specialty Guide 
 
Clinical guide for the management of emergency department patients during the COVID-19 
pandemic  
November 2020, revised May 2021 
 
Clinical guide for front line staff to support the management of patients with a learning disability, 
autism or both during the COVID19 pandemic – relevant to all clinical specialities 
November 2020, revised May 2021 

 
 

Public Health England 
 
PHE Literature Digest 
28th May 2021 
 
 
COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely 
vulnerable 
Information for shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely vulnerable from 
COVID-19. 
Updated: 2 June 2021 
 
COVID-19: infection prevention and control (IPC) 
Guidance on infection prevention and control for COVID-19. Sustained community transmission is 
occurring across the UK. 
Updated: 1 June 2021 
 
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 variants identified in UK 
Latest updates on SARS-CoV-2 variants detected in UK. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern: variant risk assessments 
Risk assessments for SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern: routine variant data update 
Data reports on novel SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng191
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/L4Qb5n/section/jOxYrL
https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/L4Qb5n/section/ERYAXn
https://www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/About/COVID-19/Specialty-guides/management-emergency-department-patients.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/About/COVID-19/Specialty-guides/management-emergency-department-patients.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/About/COVID-19/Specialty-guides/management-patients-learning-disability-autism-during-pandemic.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/About/COVID-19/Specialty-guides/management-patients-learning-disability-autism-during-pandemic.pdf
https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2021/06/PHE_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20210528.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-sars-cov-2-variants-of-concern-variant-risk-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-sars-cov-2-variants-of-concern-routine-variant-data-update


Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern: technical briefings 
Technical briefing documents on novel SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
COVID-19 variants: genomically confirmed case numbers 
Genomically confirmed case numbers for SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern and variants under 
investigation. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccine surveillance report published 
National coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine surveillance report, including estimated number of 
hospitalisations and deaths prevented. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccine surveillance reports 
Data on the real-world effectiveness and impact of the COVID-19 vaccines. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
COVID-19 surge testing outcomes reports: management information 
Sequencing of confirmed COVID-19 cases via test sites and home testing of postcodes included in surge 
testing operations. 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
 
COVID-19 surveillance and immunity studies 
An overview of national surveillance programmes to understand how COVID-19 is present and affecting the 
wider population. 
 Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
The R value and growth rate 
The latest reproduction number (R) and growth rate of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Updated: 28 May 2021 

 
NHS England & NHS Improvement 
 
Vaccination sites 
 Published on: 11 January 2021 
 Last modified on: 1 June 2021 
 
Face fit testers checklist: FFP3 disposable masks 
 Published on: 1 June 2021 
 Last modified on: 1 June 2021 
 
Further opportunities for PCN and Community Pharmacy vaccination sites to partner with 
community venues to deliver temporary vaccination clinics 
 Published on: 24 February 2021 
 Last modified on: 28 May 2021 
 
Urgent community response – two-hour and two-day response standards: 2020/21 technical data 
guidance 
 Published on: 1 December 2020 
 Last modified on: 27 May 2021 
 
Good communications with patients waiting for care 
 Published on: 21 January 2021 
 Last modified on: 26 May 2021 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-novel-sars-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-variants-genomically-confirmed-case-numbers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-surge-testing-outcomes-reports-management-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-surveillance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-value-and-growth-rate
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/vaccination-sites/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/face-fit-testers-checklist-ffp3-disposable-masks/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/further-opportunities-for-pcn-and-community-pharmacy-vaccination-sites-to-partner-with-community-venues-to-deliver-temporary-vaccination-clinics/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/further-opportunities-for-pcn-and-community-pharmacy-vaccination-sites-to-partner-with-community-venues-to-deliver-temporary-vaccination-clinics/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/urgent-community-response-two-hour-and-two-day-response-standards-2020-21-technical-data-guidance/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/urgent-community-response-two-hour-and-two-day-response-standards-2020-21-technical-data-guidance/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/good-communication-with-patients/


 
 
SAGE (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies) 
 
The R value and growth rate 
The latest reproduction number (R) and growth rate of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
SAGE meetings, May 2021 
Minutes and papers from the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) meetings held in May 
2021. 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
SPI-M-O: Medium-term projections, 12 May 2021 
COVID-19 projections prepared by the Scientific Pandemic Influenza Group on Modelling, Operational sub-
group (SPI-M-O) for the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
Scientific evidence supporting the government response to coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Evidence considered by the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
SAGE meetings, March 2021 
Minutes and papers from the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) meetings held in March 
2021. 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
UCL: Relative importance of different settings for COVID-19 transmission, 13 May 2021 
Paper prepared by the University College London (UCL) Virus Watch for the Environmental Modelling 
Group. 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
PHE: Factors contributing to the transmission of COVID-19 within food manufacturing and 
processing settings - a rapid review, 5 March 2021 
Paper prepared by Public Health England (PHE). 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
COVID Symptom Study 
 
What’s my risk of COVID-19 after vaccination? 
May 26, 2021 

 
NHS Confederation 
 
Employing local health and care students as surge care assistants | Sharon Probets and Dinah 
Ofosu-Asante 
28 / 5 / 2021 8am 
Imperial College healthcare NHS Trust secured support in the second surge and created a talent pipeline 
from college to trust, through creating a surge care assistant role for local health and care students. 
 
NHS Providers 

 
Caution is needed to make zero daily COVID-related deaths the norm 
Chris Hopson 02 June 2021 
 
 
Nuffield Trust 
 
What impact has Covid-19 had on cancer services? 27th May 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-value-and-growth-rate
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sage-meetings-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-o-medium-term-projections-12-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/scientific-evidence-supporting-the-government-response-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sage-meetings-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ucl-relative-importance-of-different-settings-for-covid-19-transmission-13-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-factors-contributing-to-the-transmission-of-covid-19-within-food-manufacturing-and-processing-settings-a-rapid-review-5-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-factors-contributing-to-the-transmission-of-covid-19-within-food-manufacturing-and-processing-settings-a-rapid-review-5-march-2021
https://covid.joinzoe.com/post/risk-covid-after-vaccine
https://www.nhsconfed.org/blog/2021/05/employing-local-health-and-care-students-as-surge-care-assistants
https://www.nhsconfed.org/blog/2021/05/employing-local-health-and-care-students-as-surge-care-assistants
https://nhsproviders.org/news-blogs/blogs/caution-is-needed-to-make-zero-daily-covid-related-deaths-the-norm
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/what-impact-has-covid-19-had-on-cancer-services?utm_source=Nuffield+Trust+weekly+newsletter&utm_campaign=5c81938380-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_19_04_06_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_39741ccd5c-5c81938380-95000300


COVID-19 Genomics UK (COG-UK) Consortium 
 
SARS-CoV-2 variants, spike mutations and immune escape – an update 
1 Jun 2021 
 
International 
 
World Health Organisation 
 
Interim recommendations for use of the inactivated COVID-19 vaccine, CoronaVac, developed by 
Sinovac 
1 June 2021 | COVID-19: Vaccines 
 
Annexes to the recommendations for use of the Sinovac-CoronaVac vaccine against COVID-19: 
Grading of evidence, Evidence to recommendation tables 
1 June 2021 | COVID-19: Vaccines 
 
Guidance on developing a national deployment and vaccination plan for COVID-19 vaccines 
1 June 2021 | COVID-19: Vaccines 
 
Background document on the inactivated vaccine Sinovac-CoronaVac against COVID-19: 
Background document to the WHO Interim recommendations for use of the inactivated COVID-19 vaccine, 
CoronaVac, developed by Sinovac 
1 June 2021 | COVID-19: Vaccines 
 
Operational guide for engaging communities in contact tracing 
28 May 2021 | COVID-19: Surveillance, case investigation and epidemiological protocols 
 
Critical preparedness, readiness and response actions for COVID-19 
Interim guidance 
27 May 2021 | COVID-19: Critical preparedness, readiness and response 
 
 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
 
Reducing COVID 19 transmission and strengthening vaccine uptake among migrant populations in 
the EU/EEA 
Technical report 3 Jun 2021 
 
Suspected adverse reactions to COVID-19 vaccination and the safety of substances of human origin 
Technical report 
3 Jun 2021 
 
Interim public health considerations for COVID-19 vaccination of adolescents in the EU/EEA 
Technical report 
1 Jun 2021 
 
Pharmacy 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
 
MHRA guidance on coronavirus (COVID-19) 
We are producing guidance and information for industry, healthcare professionals and patients covering the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
One-dose Janssen COVID-19 vaccine approved by the MHRA 
The vaccine has been approved after meeting the required safety, quality and effectiveness standards. 
Updated: 28 May 2021 

https://www.cogconsortium.uk/sars-cov-2-variants-spike-mutations-and-immune-escape-an-update/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-annexes-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-annexes-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Vaccine-deployment-2021.1-eng
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-background-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Contact_tracing-Community_engagement-2021.1-eng
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/critical-preparedness-readiness-and-response-actions-for-covid-19
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-migrants-reducing-transmission-and-strengthening-vaccine-uptake
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-migrants-reducing-transmission-and-strengthening-vaccine-uptake
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/suspected-adverse-reactions-covid-19-vaccination-and-safety-substances-human
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-public-health-considerations-covid-19-vaccination-adolescents-eueea
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/medicines-and-healthcare-products-regulatory-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/mhra-guidance-on-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/one-dose-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-approved-by-the-mhra


Regulatory approval of COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen 
Information for healthcare professionals and the public about the COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen 
Updated: 28 May 2021 
 
Medical devices given exceptional use authorisations during the COVID-19 pandemic 
List of manufacturers and their medical devices which have been granted an exemption by the MHRA. The 
list also includes manufacturers whose exemption expired or was cancelled. This information will be listed 
for 2 months af… 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine adverse reactions 
A weekly report covering adverse reactions to approved COVID-19 vaccines 
Updated: 27 May 2021 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Service  

 
Information and guidance specific to COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen. 
Resources covering pharmaceutical aspects of the vaccination programme specific to COVID-19 Vaccine 
Janssen. 
 
European Medicines Agency 
 
Insufficient data on use of inhaled corticosteroids to treat COVID-19. 
EMA’s COVID-19 taskforce (COVID-ETF) is advising healthcare professionals that there is currently 
insufficient evidence that inhaled corticosteroids are beneficial for people with COVID-19. Although the 
taskforce found no safety risks from studies so far, it could not exclude the possibility of harm from the use 
of inhaled corticosteroids in patients with COVID-19 who have normal levels of oxygen. 
 
 
Evidence Based Summaries 
 
Cochrane Library 
 
27 May 2021 

New Cochrane Review: Vitamin D supplementation for the treatment of COVID‐19: a living systematic 
review 

Special Collection Coronavirus (COVID-19): evidence relevant to critical care updated to include 
updated Cochrane Clinical Answer: 

 What are the effects of convalescent plasma for people with moderate to severe COVID‐19? 

 

Royal Colleges / Associations: Latest & Updated Guidance 
 
British Medical Association 
 
COVID-19: PPE for doctors 
Get clarification on PPE use in primary and secondary care, including procurement, use, safe working and 
CPR. 
Updated: Wednesday 2 June 2021 
 
COVID-19: refusing to treat where PPE is inadequate 
This guidance sets out the process for doctors to follow to identify whether your PPE is adequate and what 
you can do if it is not. 
Updated: Monday 31 May 2021 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-janssen
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/medical-devices-given-exceptional-use-authorisations-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-adverse-reactions
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/covid-19-vaccines/information-and-guidance-specific-to-covid-19-vaccine-janssen/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/insufficient-data-use-inhaled-corticosteroids-treat-covid-19
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015043/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD015043/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000039/full
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cca/doi/10.1002/cca.3673/full
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/ppe/covid-19-ppe-for-doctors
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/ppe/covid-19-refusing-to-treat-where-ppe-is-inadequate


COVID-19: death certification and cremation 
This guidance replaces existing BMA guidance on verification and certification of death and 
cremation during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Updated: Monday 31 May 2021 

COVID-19 terms and conditions: SAS doctors and consultants 
Guidance on your rota, sick pay, working patterns, pay, annual and study leave and working outside of your 
specialty. 
Updated: Monday 31 May 2021 
 
COVID-19 terms and conditions: junior doctors 
Guidance on your rota, sick pay, working patterns, pay, annual and study leave, working outside of your 
specialty and indemnity. 
Updated: Monday 31 May 2021 
 
 
British Thoracic Society 
 
Pleural services during the COVID-19 Pandemic – Revised 
May 2021 
 
 
Royal College of Physicians 
 
Management of patients presenting to the Emergency Department/ Acute Medicine with symptoms 
5-42 days post Astra Zeneca vaccine 
VITT is a rare disorder occurring after COVID-19 vaccination that leads to blood clots in multiple 
organ sites. If left untreated, the risk of death is over 50%. 
 
 
UK Chemotherapy Board 
 
Clinician FAQs and guidance on covid-19 vaccine for patients receiving systemic anti-cancer 
therapy (SACT), version 4.0. 
This document has been revised to include updated information on the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, 
Oxford University/AstraZeneca vaccine and Moderna vaccine, reflecting updated guidance from JCVI and 
the MHRA. May 2021. 
 

Reports: 

Adult social care and COVID-19 after the first wave: assessing the policy response in England: Our 
analysis of the national government policy response for social care between June 2020 and March 
2021. 
The Health Foundation; 2021. 
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/reports/adult-social-care-and-covid-19-after-the-first-wave 
In this briefing, the Health Foundation analyse policies to support adult social care during the height of the 
second wave of the pandemic in January and February 2021, and in the months leading up to it. We 
provide a narrative summary of central government policies related to adult social care in different areas, 
such as policies on testing and support for the workforce. We also provide a summary of the latest publicly 
available data on the impacts of COVID-19 on adult social care. 
 

Selected Papers: 

Antibodies 
 
Cross-reactive antibodies after SARS-CoV-2 infection and vaccination 
Grobben, M., van der Straten, K., Brouwer, P. J. M., Brinkkemper, M., Maisonnasse, P., Dereuddre-
Bosquet, N., Burger, J. A., Poniman, M., Oomen, M., Eggink, D., Bijl, T. P. L., van Willigen, H. D. G., 
Wynberg, E., Verkaik, B. J., Figaroa, O. J. A., de Vries, P. J., Boertien, T. M., Le Grand, R., de Jong, M. D., 
Prins, M., Chung, A. W., de Bree, G. J., Sanders, R. W., van Gils, M. J. 

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/adapting-to-covid/covid-19-death-certification-and-cremation
COVID-19%20terms%20and%20conditions:%20SAS%20doctors%20and%20consultants
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/your-contract/covid-19-terms-and-conditions-junior-doctors
file:///C:/Users/dlepley/Downloads/Pleural%20services%20during%20COVID-19%20pandemic.pdf
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomm.knowledgeshare.nhs.uk%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DYnEWmuYbtE6gkNOaYoAaGEXRU734aBxuOoStLVdb85JZViLmAw95Ev9ozWlD-2B8HiwQYXe0Cb-2FUKaTtrjIHfDbpa57eBbaF-2FeAcqGuZ69XXw1HXaRJBZrC2gUbMZ9S69sUmBc4RHhzTlyv356qovKqQ-3D-3DZuFm_1d8x-2FErz1xG-2FismnOOGEuGLyhKHI6XWLNp3CcW0mGDyCK7PLiRJQ9XQsX2YLnGGWT9dKR1Olkq-2FMAAHIim53WJBCtFFy5VymKqyIj68P-2FwS0IsRf1zjB2GY4gfmtLsvL-2F20993gM2WrP-2FUu1pydvs62JcFl9AT5idObVgpNRgyTQQob5E5wyLQOKh0jvuk11U0E1Tg0Ftx-2FIRl7E-2BeddHEaaPZp2UuOgURpwaLri0-2FSdyVuE5kKerwNdTMhiP6RkAu-2FpgGsK1rzRUVv1rGnGfxjyeJ1YvjVlym0RfDA4BPPno67yNXrYibcbiawQee1hrwy92-2Bh774Ghx3PjUXxSfot3DpJLezfoZ9eQX-2Fz0kRFsUxJCwRuiXtET-2FExMHHjhw6i-2B3hYVxhAoP2ojA4xCTw-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdeborah.lepley%40esneft.nhs.uk%7Cc0b6ee6b467d4766331508d92260fa7e%7C791ac8e786fb461ab6594202c7887efb%7C0%7C0%7C637578623034735324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0DNUlHs1wzKxzdKKeZWlTJkZEcOwMLgKR0LGvp8wlxs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomm.knowledgeshare.nhs.uk%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DYnEWmuYbtE6gkNOaYoAaGEXRU734aBxuOoStLVdb85JZViLmAw95Ev9ozWlD-2B8HiwQYXe0Cb-2FUKaTtrjIHfDbpa57eBbaF-2FeAcqGuZ69XXw1HXaRJBZrC2gUbMZ9S69sUmBc4RHhzTlyv356qovKqQ-3D-3DZuFm_1d8x-2FErz1xG-2FismnOOGEuGLyhKHI6XWLNp3CcW0mGDyCK7PLiRJQ9XQsX2YLnGGWT9dKR1Olkq-2FMAAHIim53WJBCtFFy5VymKqyIj68P-2FwS0IsRf1zjB2GY4gfmtLsvL-2F20993gM2WrP-2FUu1pydvs62JcFl9AT5idObVgpNRgyTQQob5E5wyLQOKh0jvuk11U0E1Tg0Ftx-2FIRl7E-2BeddHEaaPZp2UuOgURpwaLri0-2FSdyVuE5kKerwNdTMhiP6RkAu-2FpgGsK1rzRUVv1rGnGfxjyeJ1YvjVlym0RfDA4BPPno67yNXrYibcbiawQee1hrwy92-2Bh774Ghx3PjUXxSfot3DpJLezfoZ9eQX-2Fz0kRFsUxJCwRuiXtET-2FExMHHjhw6i-2B3hYVxhAoP2ojA4xCTw-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdeborah.lepley%40esneft.nhs.uk%7Cc0b6ee6b467d4766331508d92260fa7e%7C791ac8e786fb461ab6594202c7887efb%7C0%7C0%7C637578623034735324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0DNUlHs1wzKxzdKKeZWlTJkZEcOwMLgKR0LGvp8wlxs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcomm.knowledgeshare.nhs.uk%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DYnEWmuYbtE6gkNOaYoAaGKsjsIUhn-2FDBc1beUg63Vdh8-2BWBhXcbPQ-2FLY3NiMy3HZGptTzdJvSCkxFo-2F64rmH-2Bg-3D-3DA5lb_1d8x-2FErz1xG-2FismnOOGEuGLyhKHI6XWLNp3CcW0mGDyCK7PLiRJQ9XQsX2YLnGGWT9dKR1Olkq-2FMAAHIim53WJBCtFFy5VymKqyIj68P-2FwS0IsRf1zjB2GY4gfmtLsvL-2F20993gM2WrP-2FUu1pydvs0TNMDd53lpiloSNDz74BTOncGQQm80y4vrm4MfGe2DiM4PSBoyRBVyLmpv-2FzW5eUxzUytHmdhTSLIIzLRHKLPi4lGnB6wg3M-2FEzOTYu4FLISqkGFzn2iaKIkpIVq6ddvkriVnRWKIptRA-2BztlvRUz5zD0-2F9hTNiX3CCHnyxUxZt9nC-2BsuPmkq0jiBD3G-2FFOh4h4xlX3X7Hg4GzZq8o-2BBdMvEEhjDO-2BuybxrI9cu29-2FtTC6umyRFM0s-2BXnP9JKa-2BPA-3D-3D&data=04%7C01%7Cdeborah.lepley%40esneft.nhs.uk%7Cc0b6ee6b467d4766331508d92260fa7e%7C791ac8e786fb461ab6594202c7887efb%7C0%7C0%7C637578623034725368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jB6crdz2bHIWx%2BNCXMYLF%2BGQ58TZXQ0jSu7PNfiucP0%3D&reserved=0
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Findings 
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Virological and serological characterization of critically ill patients with COVID-19 in the UK: 
Interactions of viral load, antibody status and B.1.1.7 variant infection  
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Cystic Fibrosis 

 
Systematic review: cystic fibrosis in the SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 pandemic 
Hannah R. Mathew,  
BMC Pulmonary Medicine 20th May 
 
Emergency Care 
 
Incidence of emergency calls and out-of-hospital cardiac arrest deaths during the COVID-19 
pandemic: findings from a cross-sectional study in a UK ambulance service.  
Charlton K. Emergency Medicine Journal 2021;38(6):446-449. 
Incidence of emergency calls were reduced during the pandemic compared with 2019. There was a rise in 
incidence of OHCA and OHCA deaths during the same period; however, these changes appear transient. 
Further research is required to understand patient behaviour towards seeking help during the pandemic 
and the long-term consequences of not doing so. 
 
Psychological distress during the acceleration phase of the COVID-19 pandemic: a survey of 
doctors practising in emergency medicine, anaesthesia and intensive care medicine in the UK and 
Ireland.  
Roberts T. Emergency Medicine Journal 2021;38(6):450-459. 
Findings indicate that during the acceleration phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, almost half of frontline 
doctors working in acute care reported psychological distress as measured by the GHQ-12. Findings from 
this study should inform strategies to optimise preparedness and explore modifiable factors associated with 
increased psychological distress in the short and long term. 
 
Emergency department attendances during the COVID-19 pandemic: a retrospective analysis of 
attendances following Irish governmental pandemic measures.  
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Our findings suggest that the combination of government-imposed restrictions and perceived risk of 
attending an ED during a pandemic may contribute to reduced attendances. Public confidence in EDs is 
necessary to reduce collateral damage caused by failure to seek medical attention during a pandemic; 
adequate infrastructure to allow social distancing and isolation capacity in EDs is a necessity. 
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Changes in the incidence of invasive disease due to Streptococcus pneumoniae, Haemophilus 
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data 
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Vol. 3No. 6 Published: June, 2021 
Angela B Brueggemann and others 
 
Assessment of SARS-CoV-2 Reinfection 1 Year After Primary Infection in a Population in Lombardy, 
Italy 
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Long COVID 
 
Characteristics and predictors of acute and chronic post-COVID syndrome: A systematic review 
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PROMIS scales for assessment of the impact of post-COVID syndrome: A Cross-Sectional Study 
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Critical analysis of acute kidney injury in pediatric COVID-19 patients in the intensive care unit. 
Pediatric nephrology 2021;:online first. 
CONCLUSION: AKI has shown to be a negative prognostic factor in adult patients with COVID-19 and now 
also in the pediatric cohort with high incidence and mortality rates. Additionally, our findings show a strong 
comparison in epidemiology between adult and pediatric COVID-19 patients; however, they need to be 
confirmed with additional data and studies. 
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American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 2021;:online first. 
From the RCOG news item:"The study by the National Maternity and Perinatal Audit found that pregnant 
women who tested positive for COVID-19 in England at the time of birth had higher rates of stillbirth or a 
preterm birth; however, the actual increases remain low. Data were analysed from more than 340,000 
births in England, in which around 3,500 women had tested positive for COVID-19 around the time of birth, 
between May 2020 and January 2021." 
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Mortality audit of cancer patients with SARS-CoV-2 positivity or COVID-19 
Kakati, K., Rahman, T., Barman, D., Bhattacharyya, M., Borthakur, B. B., Barman, R., Kalita, A., Kataki, A. 
C., Krishnatreya, M. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-05-28 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Impact of COVID-19 on cancer care in India: a cohort study 
The Lancet Oncology 
Published: May 27, 2021 
Priya Ranganathan and others 
 
Difference in SARS-CoV-2 Antibody Status Between Patients With Cancer and Health Care Workers 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic in Japan 
Yazaki S, Yoshida T, Kojima Y, et al. 
JAMA Oncology May 28, 2021 
 
Otolaryngology 
 
Association of Tracheostomy With Outcomes in Patients With COVID-19 and SARS-CoV-2 
Transmission Among Health Care Professionals: A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis 
Staibano P, Levin M, McHugh T, et al. 
JAMA Otolaryngology May 27, 2021 
 
Paediatrics 
 
6-month multidisciplinary follow-up and outcomes of patients with paediatric inflammatory 
multisystem syndrome (PIMS-TS) at a UK tertiary paediatric hospital: a retrospective cohort study 
Justin Penner, MD *et al. 
Lancet Child and Adolescent Health 24th May  
 
Prevalence of persistent symptoms in children during the COVID-19 pandemic: evidence from a 
household cohort study in England and Wales 
Miller, F., Nguyen, V., Navaratnam, A. M., Shrotri, M., Kovar, J., Hayward, A. C., Fragaszy, E., Aldridge, R. 
W., Virus Watch Collaborative, , Hardelid, P. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-06-02 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Critical analysis of acute kidney injury in pediatric COVID-19 patients in the intensive care unit. 
Pediatric nephrology 2021;:online first. 
CONCLUSION: AKI has shown to be a negative prognostic factor in adult patients with COVID-19 and now 
also in the pediatric cohort with high incidence and mortality rates. Additionally, our findings show a strong 
comparison in epidemiology between adult and pediatric COVID-19 patients; however, they need to be 
confirmed with additional data and studies. 
 
Pediatric intensive care hybrid-style clinical round during COVID-19 pandemic: A pilot study 
Temsah, M.-H., Alhaboob, A., Abouammoh, N., Al-Eyadhy, A., Aljamaan, F., Alsohime, F., Alabdulhafid, 
M., Ashry, A., Bukhari, A., Eltahir, O., Jamal, A., Halwani, R., Alhasan, K., Al-Tawfiq, J. A., Barry, M. 
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Pain 
 
COVID-19 Pain and Comorbid Symptoms 
Eze, Bright BS, RN; Starkweather, Angela PhD, ACNP-BC, CNRN, FAAN, FAANP 
Topics in Pain Management: June 2021 - Volume 36 - Issue 11 - p 1-7 
 
PPE 
 
Use of respirator vs. surgical masks in healthcare personnel and its impact on SARS-CoV-2 
acquisition: a prospective multicentre cohort study 
Haller, S., Guesewell, S., Egger, T., Scanferla, G., Thoma, R., Leal-Neto, O. B., Flury, D., Brucher, A., 
Lemmenmeier, E., Moeller, J. C., Rieder, P., Ruetti, M., Stocker, R., Vuichard-Gysin, D., Wiggli, B., Besold, 
U., Kuster, S. P., McGeer, A., Risch, L., Schlegel, M., Friedl, A., Vernazza, P., Kahlert, C., Kohler, P. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-06-01 
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Rehabilitation needs and mortality associated with the Covid-19 pandemic: a population-based 
study of all hospitalised and home-healthcare individuals in a Swedish healthcare region 
EClinicalMedicine 
Vol. 36Published: May 29, 2021 
Anestis Divanoglou Assoc. Prof Kersti Samuelsson Prof. Emer. Rune Sjödahl Christer Andersson  
Prof. Richard Levi 
 
Rheumatology 
 
Laboratory trends, hyperinflammation, and clinical outcomes for patients with a systemic rheumatic 
disease admitted to hospital for COVID-19: a retrospective, comparative cohort study 
The Lancet Rheumatology Published: May 28, 2021 
Tiffany Y-T Hsu and others 
 
Evaluation of SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibody reactivity in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus: 
analysis of a multi-racial and multi-ethnic cohort 
The Lancet Rheumatology Published: May 27, 2021 
Amit Saxena and others 
 
 
Testing 
 
Same-day SARS-CoV-2 antigen test screening in an indoor mass-gathering live music event: a 
randomised controlled trial 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases Published: May 27, 2021 
Boris Revollo and others 
 
COVID-19: Rapid antigen detection for SARS-CoV-2 by lateral flow assay: A national systematic 
evaluation of sensitivity and specificity for mass-testing 
EClinicalMedicine Published: May 29, 2021 
Tim Peto On behalf of the UK COVID-19 Lateral Flow Oversight Team 
 
Regular testing of asymptomatic healthcare workers identifies cost-efficient SARS-CoV-2 
preventive measures 
SANCHEZ-TALTAVULL, D., Castelo-Szekely, V., Murugan, S., Rollenske, T., Ganal-Vonarburg, S. C., 
Buchi, I., Keogh, A., Li, H., Salm, L., Spari, D., Yilmaz, B., Zimmermann, J., UVCM-COVID researchers, , 
Gerfin, M., Roldan, E., Beldi, G. 
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This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Transmission 
 
Aerosol SARS-CoV-2 in hospitals and long-term care homes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Mallach, G., Kasloff, S. B., Kovesi, T., Kumar, A., Kulka, R., Krishnan, J., Robert, B., McGuinty, M., den 
Otter-Moore, S., Yazji, B., Cutts, T. 
MedRxiv  — Posted: 2021-06-01 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Treatment  
 
DPP-4 inhibitors may improve the mortality of coronavirus disease 2019: A meta-analysis. 
Yang Y. PLoS One 2021;16(5): e0251916. 
Review of 4 studies (n=1,933) found the use of DPP-4 inhibitors was associated with lower mortality vs no 
treatment OR 0.58, 95%CI 0.34-0.99). Authors highlight, as few relevant studies are available, more large-
scale studies need to be performed. 
 
Comparison of infection risks and clinical outcomes in patients with and without SARS-CoV-2 lung 
infection under renin–angiotensin–aldosterone system blockade: Systematic review and meta-
analysis. 
Chu C. British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology 2021;87(6):2475-2492. 
ACEIs reduce the risk of getting infected with the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Blocking the RAAS may decrease all-
cause mortality in COVID-19 patients. ACEIs also reduce the risk of non-COVID pneumonia. All-cause 
mortality due to non-COVID pneumonia is reduced by ACEI and potentially by ARBs. 
 
Early transfusion of convalescent plasma improves the clinical outcome in severe SARS-CoV2 
infection 
Fodor, E., Muller, V., Ivanyi, Z., Berki, T., Kuten, O. P., Ambrus, M., Sarkany, A., Skazel, A., Madar, A., 
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Gupta, A., Gonzalez-Rojas, Y., Juarez, E., Crespo Casal, M., Moya, J., Falci, D. R., Sarkis, E., Solis, J., 
Zheng, H., Scott, N., Cathcart, A. L., Hebner, C. M., Sager, J., Mogalian, E., Tipple, C., Peppercorn, A., 
Alexander, E., Pang, P. S., Free, A., Brinson, C., Aldinger, M., Shapiro, A. E. 
MedRxiv  — Posted: 2021-05-28 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Favorable outcome on viral load and culture viability using Ivermectin in early treatment of non-
hospitalized patients with mild COVID-19, A double-blind, randomized placebo-controlled trial. 
Biber, A., Mandelboim, M., Harmelin, G., Lev, D., Ram, L., Shaham, A., Nemet, I., Kliker, L., Erster, O., 
Schwartz, E. 
MedRxiv  — Posted: 2021-05-31 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Colchicine for community-treated patients with COVID-19 (COLCORONA): a phase 3, randomised, 
double-blinded, adaptive, placebo-controlled, multicentre trial 
The Lancet Respiratory Medicine Published: May 27, 2021 
Jean-Claude Tardif and others 
 
Vaccination 
 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccine-related adenopathy mimicking metastatic melanoma 
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The Lancet Oncology Vol. 22 No. 6Published: June, 2021 
Peter A Prieto Kathleen Mannava Deepak M Sahasrabudhe 
 
Evaluation of Seropositivity Following BNT162b2 Messenger RNA Vaccination for SARS-CoV-2 in 
Patients Undergoing Treatment for Cancer 
Massarweh A, Eliakim-Raz N, Stemmer A, et al. 
JAMA Oncology May 28, 2021 
 
Safety, Immunogenicity, and Efficacy of the BNT162b2 Covid-19 Vaccine in Adolescents 
Robert W. Frenck, Jr., M.D., et al., for the C4591001 Clinical Trial Group* 
NEJM 27th May 
 
The potential impact of vaccine passports on inclination to accept COVID-19 vaccinations in the 
United Kingdom: evidence from a large cross-sectional survey and modelling study 
de Figueiredo, A., Larson, H. J., Reicher, S. D. 
MedRxiv  — Posted: 2021-06-01 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Stopping the misinformation: BNT16b2 COVID-19 vaccine has no negative effect on women's 
fertility 
Safrai, M., Rottenstreich, A., Herzberg, S., Imbar, T., Reubinoff, B., Ben-Meir, A. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-06-01 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Association between previous infection with SARS CoV-2 and the risk of self-reported symptoms 
after mRNA BNT162b2 vaccination: Data from 3,078 health care workers 
EClinicalMedicine Vol. 36 Published: May 30, 2021 
Antonella d'Arminio Monforte and others 
 
Factors Associated With Racial/Ethnic Group–Based Medical Mistrust and Perspectives on COVID-
19 Vaccine Trial Participation and Vaccine Uptake in the US 
Thompson HS, Manning M, Mitchell J, et al. 
JAMA Network Open May 27, 2021 
 
Vaccine effectiveness of the BNT162b2 mRNA COVID-19 vaccine against RT-PCR confirmed SARS-
CoV-2 infections, hospitalisations and mortality in prioritised risk groups 
Emborg, H.-D., Valentiner-Branth, P., Schelde, A. B., Nielsen, K. F., Gram, M. A., Moustsen-Helms, I. R., 
Chaine, M., Seidelin, U. H., Nielsen, J. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-06-02 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 

EvidenceAid (Systematic Reviews) 

The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic is leading to a rapidly expanding and evolving literature. This 
evidence collection contains plain-language summaries of high-quality research which are available in 
English, and translated into French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic and Chinese (simplified and traditional). 

The collection includes summaries of systematic reviews that might be relevant to the direct impact of 
COVID-19 (including reviews of emerging research, as well as existing reviews of relevant interventions) on 
health and other outcomes, the impact of the COVID-19 response on other conditions, and issues to 
consider for the recovery period after COVID-19 

Ozone therapy for pulmonary and viral diseases (search up to July 2020) 
Added May 29, 2021 
 
Liver injury and COVID-19 (search up to 22 May 2020) 
Added May 29, 2021 
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Mental distress and human rights violations during the COVID-19 pandemic (search up to July 2020) 
Added May 29, 2021 
 
 
Online Events 

Supporting people to work in new ways: what have we learnt from the Covid-19 pandemic? 
Kings Fund 7-10th June  
PAID Event 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic health and care staff have been working in different ways and 
designing new ways to meet the needs of patients and service users, all while under a huge amount of 
pressure.  
At this event, we will take a look at some examples of those changes and how people working in health and 
care have been working remotely, flexibly and in an agile way to meet the demands created by the 
pandemic and to develop new and improved ways of working for the future.  
 
Webinar: A healthy recovery: Acting on findings from the COVID-19 impact inquiry 
12 – 1.15pm 6 July 2021 The Health Foundation 
A healthy population is one of the UK’s most important assets. Good health means we can flourish and 
contribute more fully to society, our communities and families.   
COVID-19 and the response to it have shone a strong light on existing and persisting inequalities. But what 
can this teach us about building a more resilient society – one where everyone has the opportunity 
to thrive?    
Launched in October 2020, the COVID-19 impact inquiry has been carefully exploring the pandemic’s broad 
impact on health and what this means for improving health and reducing health inequalities in the UK – now 
and in the future. On Thursday 1 July 2021, we will publish our final report.  
Join us on 6 July 2021 as we share findings from the inquiry and discuss the key issues – the impact and 
what needs to be done in recovery to create a healthier, fairer society.  
 
 
 

Learning from others 

Academy of Fab stuff: https://fabnhsstuff.net/campaigns/cv-19 

If you require an evidence search on a particular aspect of Covid-19 or with regards to a particular patient 
group please get in touch: 

 
Colchester Hospital Library  
Library.services@esneft.nhs.uk 
Tel: 01206 742146 

 
Ipswich Hospital Library 
Hospital.library@esneft.nhs.uk 
Tel: 01473 702544 
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