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UK Guidance 
 
Public Health England 
 
PHE Literature Digest 
2nd Jul 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: information for healthcare practitioners 
Guidance for healthcare practitioners about the coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination programme. 
Updated: 6 July 2021 
 
COVID-19: migrant health guide 
Advice and guidance for healthcare practitioners on the health needs of migrant patients. 
Updated: 6 July 2021 
 
COVID-19: arranging or attending a funeral or commemorative event 
Guidance for arranging or attending a funeral or commemorative event during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: what to expect after vaccination 
Information for people who have had their first COVID-19 vaccination. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 variants: genomically confirmed case numbers 
Genomically confirmed case numbers for SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern and variants under 
investigation. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 variants identified in UK 
Latest updates on SARS-CoV-2 variants detected in UK. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccine surveillance report published 
National coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine surveillance report, including estimated number of 
hospitalisations and deaths prevented. 
Updated: 1 July 2021 
 
COVID-19: the green book, chapter 14a 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination information for public health professionals. 
Updated: 1 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 vaccine surveillance reports 
Data on the real-world effectiveness and impact of the COVID-19 vaccines. 
Updated: 1 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 surge testing outcomes reports: management information 
Sequencing of confirmed COVID-19 cases via test sites and home testing of postcodes included in surge 
testing operations. 
Updated: 1 July 2021 

https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2021/07/PHE_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20210702.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-programme-guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-migrant-health-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-what-to-expect-after-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-variants-genomically-confirmed-case-numbers
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-variants-identified-in-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-surveillance-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-surge-testing-outcomes-reports-management-information


Department of Health and Social Care 
 
Asymptomatic testing backed by new research studies 
Research published today demonstrates how effective widespread testing has been against emerging 
variants of concern. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Liverpool coronavirus (COVID-19) community testing pilot: full evaluation report summary 
Summarises the full report from the evaluation led by the University of Liverpool into the pilot of community 
open-access testing among people without coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Lateral flow device performance data 
Analysis confirms lateral flow devices (LFDs) are successful at identifying infectious cases of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and real-world data shows Innova LFDs are capable of detecting the Delta variant. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Demonstrating your COVID-19 vaccination status 
How to get the NHS COVID Pass and demonstrate your coronavirus (COVID-19) status when travelling 
abroad and at Event Research Programme trial events in England. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Coronavirus England briefing, 7 July 2021 
Latest epidemiological data used by the government to brief MPs on the roadmap out of lockdown and to 
inform local and national decision-making in response to COVID-19 outbreaks. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Assessment and procurement of coronavirus (COVID-19) tests 
How the government assesses offers of COVID-19 tests from developers for procurement and use in the 
UK. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing in adult care homes 
How to access test kits and step-by-step guides on how to use PCR and rapid lateral flow test kits for 
regular and outbreak testing of residents, staff and visiting professionals. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Private providers of coronavirus (COVID-19) testing 
Lists of and information about private providers who have self-declared that they meet the government’s 
minimum standards for the type of commercial COVID-19 testing service they offer. 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Self-isolation to be eased for fully vaccinated adults in step 4 
From 16 August, double jabbed individuals and under 18s will no longer need to self-isolate if they are 
identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19 
Updated: 6 July 2021 
 
Update on the pandemic and the roadmap to freedom 
Oral statement to Parliament by the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care on step 4 of the roadmap 
and the vaccine roll-out. 
Updated: 6 July 2021 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing: privacy information 
Privacy notice for NHS Test and Trace virus testing for all users of the service. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
UK exceeds 600,000 COVID-19 tests genomically sequenced 
Genomic sequencing has made a crucial contribution to the fight against the virus by rapidly identifying 
variants of concern, understanding transmission and slowing their spread. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/asymptomatic-testing-backed-by-new-research-studies
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/liverpool-coronavirus-covid-19-community-testing-pilot-full-evaluation-report-summary
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lateral-flow-device-performance-data
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-status
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-england-briefing-7-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-and-procurement-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-in-adult-care-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/list-of-private-providers-of-coronavirus-testing
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-to-be-eased-for-fully-vaccinated-adults-in-step-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/update-on-the-pandemic-and-the-roadmap-to-freedom
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-privacy-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-exceeds-600000-covid-19-tests-genomically-sequenced


 
Most vulnerable could be offered booster COVID-19 vaccines from September 
Boosters aim to ensure protection from COVID-19 is maintained ahead of winter and against new variants. 
Updated: 30 June 2021 
 
Exemptions from managed quarantine for medical and compassionate reasons 
Who can apply for an exemption from the requirement to enter managed quarantine on arrival in the UK on 
medical and compassionate grounds. 
Updated: 30 June 2021 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): changes to the Care Act 2014 
Changes to the Care Act 2014 to help local authorities prioritise care and support during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. 
Updated: 29 June 2021 
 
NHS England & NHS Improvement 
 
Vaccination sites 
 Published on: 11 January 2021 
 Last modified on: 6 July 2021 
 
Acceleration of second doses for all cohorts 
 Published on: 6 July 2021 
 Last modified on: 6 July 2021 
 
Asymptomatic staff testing for COVID-19 
 Published on: 16 November 2020 
 Last modified on: 2 July 2021 
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Autumn/Winter (Phase 3) planning 
 Published on: 1 July 2021 
 Last modified on: 1 July 2021 
 
Clinical prioritisation of waiting lists for endoscopy and diagnostic procedures 
 Published on: 10 May 2021 
 Last modified on: 1 July 2021 
 
SAGE (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies) 
 
Scientific evidence supporting the government response to coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Evidence considered by the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
EMG, SPI-M and SPI-B: Considerations in implementing long-term ‘baseline’ NPIs, 22 April 2021 
Collaborative paper by the Environmental Modelling Group (EMG), Scientific Pandemic Influenza Group on 
Modelling (SPI-M), Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on Behaviours (SPI-B). 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
SPI-B Policing and Security Subgroup: Health status certification in relation to COVID-19 legitimacy 
and enforcement considerations, 9 December 2020 
Paper submitted by the Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on Behaviours (SPI-B) Policing and Security 
Subgroup. 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
Academics: Ethics of certification – briefing paper, 9 December 2020 
Academic paper on the ethics of vaccine status certification. 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
NERVTAG: Immunity certification, 9 December 2020 
Paper prepared by the New and Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group (NERVTAG). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/most-vulnerable-could-be-offered-booster-covid-19-vaccines-from-september
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exemptions-from-managed-quarantine-for-medical-and-compassionate-reasons
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-changes-to-the-care-act-2014
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/vaccination-sites/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/acceleration-of-second-doses-for-all-cohorts/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/asymptomatic-staff-testing/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/covid-19-vaccination-autumn-winter-phase-3-planning/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/clinical-prioritisation-of-waiting-lists-for-endoscopy-and-diagnostic-procedures/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/scientific-evidence-supporting-the-government-response-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emg-spi-m-and-spi-b-considerations-in-implementing-long-term-baseline-npis-22-april-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-policing-and-security-subgroup-health-status-certification-in-relation-to-covid-19-legitimacy-and-enforcement-considerations-9-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-policing-and-security-subgroup-health-status-certification-in-relation-to-covid-19-legitimacy-and-enforcement-considerations-9-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academics-ethics-of-certification-briefing-paper-9-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nervtag-immunity-certification-9-december-2020


Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
SPI-B: Behavioural considerations of health certificates in population mass testing, 26 November 
2020 
Paper submitted by the Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on Behaviours (SPI-B). 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
SPI-B: Health status certification in relation to COVID-19, behavioural and social considerations, 9 
December 2020 
Paper submitted by the Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on Behaviours (SPI-B). 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
SPI-B: Sustaining behaviours to reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission, 30 April 2021 
Paper prepared by the Scientific Pandemic Insights Group on Behaviours (SPI-B). 
Updated: 5 July 2021 
 
UCL: Impacts of school closures on physical and mental health of children and young people – a 
systematic review, 11 February 2021 
Academic paper prepared by University College London (UCL) for SAGE. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
SAGE meetings, June 2021 
Minutes and papers from the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) meetings held in June 
2021. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
SPI-M-O: Consensus statement on COVID-19, 16 June 2021 
Consensus statement from the Scientific Pandemic Influenza Group on Modelling, Operational sub-group 
(SPI-M-O). 
Updated: 2 July 2021 
 
LSHTM and KCL: Reconstructing the secondary case distribution of SARS-CoV-2 from 
heterogeneity in viral load trajectories and social contacts, 1 June 2021 
Academic paper prepared by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) and King's 
College London (KCL) for SAGE. 
Updated: 2 July 2021 

 
NHS Confederation 
 
COVID-19 latest developments 
Latest developments on the UK's response to the coronavirus outbreak. 7th July 
 
Winter in summer 8 July 2021 
NHS leaders are reporting that current levels of demand are akin to pressures usually experienced in 
winter. Does this put pandemic recovery at risk? 
  
Letter to the Chancellor about addressing the elective care backlog 2 July 2021 
The NHS Confederation has written to the Chancellor Rishi Sunak about the need for clarity on funding. 
Guidance 
  
Consultants and SAS doctors pay during COVID-19 1 July 2021 
Temporary changes agreed in partnership to recognise the commitment of consultants, specialty doctors 
and associated specialists. 
 
Imperial College – REACT Study 
 
REACT study findings  
8 July - coronavirus infection trends (interim report) 
An interim analysis of data from the 13th round of the REACT-1 study looks at the prevalence of infection in 
England, based on swab tests carried out by almost 50,000 people between 24 June and 5 July. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-behavioural-considerations-of-health-certificates-in-population-mass-testing-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-behavioural-considerations-of-health-certificates-in-population-mass-testing-26-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-health-status-certification-in-relation-to-covid-19-behavioural-and-social-considerations-9-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-health-status-certification-in-relation-to-covid-19-behavioural-and-social-considerations-9-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-b-sustaining-behaviours-to-reduce-sars-cov-2-transmission-30-april-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ucl-impacts-of-school-closures-on-physical-and-mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-a-systematic-review-11-february-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ucl-impacts-of-school-closures-on-physical-and-mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-a-systematic-review-11-february-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sage-meetings-june-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spi-m-o-consensus-statement-on-covid-19-16-june-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lshtm-and-kcl-reconstructing-the-secondary-case-distribution-of-sars-cov-2-from-heterogeneity-in-viral-load-trajectories-and-social-contacts-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lshtm-and-kcl-reconstructing-the-secondary-case-distribution-of-sars-cov-2-from-heterogeneity-in-viral-load-trajectories-and-social-contacts-1-june
https://www.nhsconfed.org/articles/covid-19-latest-developments
https://www.nhsconfed.org/publications/winter-summer-nhs-crunch-point
https://www.nhsconfed.org/publications/letter-chancellor-about-addressing-elective-care-backlog
https://www.nhsconfed.org/publications/consultants-and-sas-doctors-pay-during-covid-19


Download the preprint report here 
Read our news story: Coronavirus infections continue to grow exponentially in England - REACT study 
 
COVID Symptom Study 
 
Delta wave sweeps from west to east UK 
July 1, 2021 
 
Do COVID vaccines affect menstruation? 
July 2, 2021 
 

International 
 
World Health Organisation 
 
Modelling the health impacts of disruptions to essential health services during COVID-19 
Module 1: Understanding modelling approaches for sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and 
adolescent health, and nutrition 
9 July 2021 | COVID-19: Essential health services 
 
WHO Global Clinical Platform for the Clinical Characterization of COVID-19: Statistical Analysis 
Plan, 7 July 2021 
7 July 2021 | COVID-19: Clinical care 
 
Therapeutics and COVID-19: living guideline 
6 July 2021 | COVID-19: Clinical care 
 
Implementation guidance for assessments of frontline service readiness: strengthening real-time 
monitoring of health services in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, 1 July 2021 
1 July 2021 | COVID-19: Essential health services 

 

Pharmacy 
 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
 
COVID-19 vaccines: updates for July 2021 
Revisions have been made to the information for healthcare professionals and information for UK vaccine 
recipients for the COVID-19 Vaccine Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine following a 
thorough review of ext… 
Updated: 7 July 2021 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine adverse reactions 
A weekly report covering adverse reactions to approved COVID-19 vaccines 
Updated: 1 July 2021 
 
 

Royal Colleges / Associations: Latest & Updated Guidance 
 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination in pregnancy 
Version 1: published 30 June 2021. This is an interim update to the main coronavirus infection and 
pregnancy guidance to summarise, in a format useful for maternity care, evidence presented in existing 
COVID-19 vaccination guidance. 
 

 

 

http://hdl.handle.net/10044/1/90197
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/225873/coronavirus-infections-continue-grow-exponentially-england/
https://covid.joinzoe.com/post/delta-wave-sweeps-from-west-to-east-uk
https://covid.joinzoe.com/post/covid-vaccines-menstruation
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240027695
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Clinical-Analytic-plan-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Clinical-Analytic-plan-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-therapeutics-2021.2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-HCF_assessment-Frontline_services-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-HCF_assessment-Frontline_services-2021.1
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/medicines-and-healthcare-products-regulatory-agency
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/covid-19-vaccines-updates-for-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-adverse-reactions
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-06-30-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-in-pregnancy.pdf


Selected Papers: 

Anaesthetics 
 
Anaesthetic Higher Specialty Training Recruitment in the United Kingdom During the COVID-19 
Pandemic: A National Survey 
Durrant, F., Edwardson, S., El-Ghazali, S., Holt, C., McCrossan, R., Pramanik, I., Subramaniam, J., Wong, 
D. J. N. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-07-07 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
BAME  
 
Ethnic disparities in hospitalisation and hospital-outcomes during the second wave of COVID-19 
infection in east London 

Wan, Y. I., Apea, V. J., Dhairyawan, R., Puthucheary, Z. A., Pearse, R. M., Orkin, C. M., Prowle, J. 
R. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2021-07-07 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Cardiology 
 
COVID-19 and adult congenital heart disease services: impact on support and advice from nurse 
specialists. 
Anthony J. British Journal of Nursing 2021;30(12):730-732. 
[Although the focus on service provision in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has mainly been on acute 
and particularly intensive care, it is important to consider other services that are still needed. This is 
especially the case for vulnerable patients with long-term conditions, such as those under the care of an 
adult congenital heart disease (ACHD) service.] 
Please contact ESNEFT Libraries for a copy of this article 
 
Heart Rate Variability as a Prospective Predictor of Early COVID-19 Symptoms 

Ponomarev, A., Tyapochkin, K., Surkova, E., Smorodnikova, E., Pravdin, P. 
MedRxiv— Posted: 2021-07-05 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
 
Critical Care 
 
Clinical characteristics and outcomes of invasively ventilated patients with COVID-19 in Argentina 
(SATICOVID): a prospective, multicentre cohort study 
The Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Published: July 2, 2021 
Elisa Estenssoro and others 
 
Dentistry 
 
Dental professionals' role in the fight against COVID-19: current evidence.  
Crowder L. Evidence-Based Dentistry 2021;22(2):62-63. 
This overview covered the transmission pathway of COVID-19 in the dental setting. It detailed the 
protective mechanisms to reduce infection and transmission. While a useful overview, with practical 
implications and advice for professionals, there is more emerging evidence post-publication as we learn 
more about the virus. 
 
Should we test asymptomatic children for SARS-CoV-2?  
Cowan K. Evidence-Based Dentistry 2021;22(2):64-65. 
This study included 921 children due to receive either routine dental care involving aerosol generating 
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procedures or comprehensive dental care under general anaesthetic. RT-PCR testing identified children 
carrying SARS-CoV-2 who had been cleared to attend an appointment following a screening questionnaire. 
 
Is periodontitis associated with the severity of COVID-19?  
Shamsoddin E. Evidence-Based Dentistry 2021;22(2):66-68. 
Health records from Qatar indicate that periodontitis was significantly associated with higher risks of 
COVID-19 complications and higher blood marker levels. These results, however, are not of high quality 
and further research in this regard is required. 
 
Orofacial adverse effects of COVID-19 vaccines exist but are rare.  
Sofi-Mahmudi A. Evidence-Based Dentistry 2021;22(2):70-71. 
There are rare reports of orofacial adverse effects of two mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccines, however there 
are inconsistencies in the description of these adverse effects in different countries. 
 
Are there any significant craniomaxillofacial manifestations of COVID-19?  
Sahni V. Evidence-Based Dentistry 2021;22(2):72-73. 
The majority of data pertaining to craniomaxillofacial manifestations manifestations of COVID-19 qualifies 
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Oral lesions may precede COVID-19 and progressively worse oral lesions are seen in severe COVID-19 
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survey. 
Senior A. British Journal of Nursing 2021;30(12):742–746. 
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aimed to establish the perception of knowledge and confidence levels relating to the emergency 
management of neck stomas among UK nurses during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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pandemic, with redeployment being a risk factor. However, previous literature suggests workplace 
communication can be a protective element. An audit aimed to evaluate NHS research staff's experiences 
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The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic is leading to a rapidly expanding and evolving literature. This 
evidence collection contains plain-language summaries of high-quality research which are available in 
English, and translated into French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic and Chinese (simplified and traditional). 

The collection includes summaries of systematic reviews that might be relevant to the direct impact of 
COVID-19 (including reviews of emerging research, as well as existing reviews of relevant interventions) on 
health and other outcomes, the impact of the COVID-19 response on other conditions, and issues to 
consider for the recovery period after COVID-19 
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Learning from others 

Academy of Fab stuff: https://fabnhsstuff.net/campaigns/cv-19 

If you require an evidence search on a particular aspect of Covid-19 or with regards to a particular patient 
group please get in touch: 
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Tel: 01206 742146 
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