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Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing guidance for homecare workers 
Guidance on regular asymptomatic rapid lateral flow testing for staff in registered homecare agencies. 
Updated: 4 February 2022 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing for anyone working in adult social care who is not part of regular 
testing at work 
How anyone working in adult social care in England who is not part of a regular testing regime at work can 
access daily COVID-19 testing. 
Updated: 4 February 2022 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19 testing for adult social care settings 
Outlines the COVID-19 testing available for testing staff, residents and visitors for all adult social care 
settings. 
Updated: 4 February 2022 
 
National flu and COVID-19 surveillance reports: 2021 to 2022 season 
National influenza and COVID-19 report, monitoring COVID-19 activity, seasonal flu and other respiratory 
illnesses. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccine weekly surveillance reports (weeks 39 to 5, 2021 to 2022) 
Data on the real-world effectiveness and impact of the COVID-19 vaccines. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
NHS Test and Trace laboratory and contact centre utilisation 
NHS Test and Trace laboratory and contact centre utilisation 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Throat and nose test (Innova 25) for care home staff: COVID-19 rapid test kit instructions 
Step-by-step guide for COVID-19 self-testing for adult health and social care staff.  Rapid tests are only for 
people who do not have symptoms of COVID-19. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Assessment and procurement of coronavirus (COVID-19) tests 
How the government assesses offers of COVID-19 tests from developers for procurement and use in the 
UK. 
Updated: 2 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: booster dose resources 
Information on the booster dose for eligible individuals. 
Updated: 2 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: information for healthcare practitioners 
Guidance for healthcare practitioners about the coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination programme. 
Updated: 2 February 2022 

https://ukhsalibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/40/2022/01/UKHSA_Evidence_Digest_COVID19_20220128.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-personal-assistants
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-personal-assistants
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-adult-social-care-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports-2021-to-2022-season
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-weekly-surveillance-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/nhs-test-and-trace-laboratory-and-contact-centre-utilisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/throat-and-nose-test-innova-25-for-care-home-staff-covid-19-rapid-test-kit-instructions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-and-procurement-of-coronavirus-covid-19-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-booster-dose-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-programme-guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners


 
Finding and choosing a private coronavirus (COVID-19) test provider 
Lists of and information about private test providers, to help you get the private COVID-19 tests you need. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: women of childbearing age, currently pregnant or breastfeeding 
Information for all women of childbearing age, those currently pregnant or breastfeeding on coronavirus 
(COVID-19) vaccination. 
Updated: 2 February 2022 
 
UKHSA data series on deaths in people with COVID-19: technical summary 
Summary of the UKHSA data series on deaths in people with COVID-19, outlining what the changes mean 
and how the data compares to other COVID-19 death data series. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccinations received overseas 
Information for healthcare practitioners on COVID-19 vaccination received overseas. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 
Stay at home guidance for households with possible coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
Guidance for contacts of people with confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection who do not live 
with the person 
For contacts of a person with a positive test result for COVID-19 who do not live with that person. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: resources for children and young people aged 12 to 17 years 
Information for eligible children and young people aged 12 to 17 years on COVID-19 vaccination. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination observation period 
Information on the observation period following COVID-19 vaccination. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: booster dose resources 
Information on the booster dose for eligible individuals. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 vaccination: British Sign Language resources 
British Sign Language (BSL) videos on COVID-19 vaccination. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants: routine variant data update 
Data reports on novel SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
COVID-19 daily dashboard amended to include reinfections 
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) is now including data on possible reinfections in its COVID-19 
dashboard. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
UKHSA therapeutic technical briefing published 
Latest updates on coronavirus (COVID-19) therapeutic agents, a programme of public health activities to 
support deployment of novel therapeutics for COVID-19. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
PCR home testing for people eligible for new COVID-19 treatments 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/list-of-private-providers-of-coronavirus-testing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phe-data-series-on-deaths-in-people-with-covid-19-technical-summary
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccinations-received-overseas
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-observation-period
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-booster-dose-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-british-sign-language-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-sars-cov-2-variants-routine-variant-data-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-daily-dashboard-amended-to-include-reinfections
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-therapeutic-technical-briefing-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pcr-home-testing-for-people-eligible-for-new-covid-19-treatments


If you're eligible for a new COVID-19 treatment, follow this guide on how to do a PCR test at home and 
register your test kit. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
COVID-19 surveillance and immunity studies 
An overview of national surveillance programmes to understand how COVID-19 is present and affecting the 
wider population. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
COVID-19 variants identified in the UK 
Latest updates on SARS-CoV-2 variants detected in the UK. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
COVID-19: estimated administrative vaccine uptake for people aged 18 and over 
Daily percentage of the UK population aged 18 and over who have received a first dose, second dose, or 
third or booster dose to date. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
COVID-19 variants: genomically confirmed case numbers 
Genomically confirmed case numbers for SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern and variants under 
investigation. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
Consensus statements on COVID-19 
Consensus statements from the UK Health Security Agency's Epidemiology Modelling Review Group 
(EMRG). 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
The R value and growth rate 
The latest reproduction number (R) and growth rate of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
SARS-CoV-2 variants of public health interest 
Details of the variants of public health interest. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants: technical briefings 
Technical briefing documents on novel SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
Investigation of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern: variant risk assessments 
Risk assessments for SARS-CoV-2 variants. 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
The effect of vaccination on transmission of COVID-19 A rapid review 
Published Jan 2022 
 
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities 
 
COVID-19 Health Inequalities Monitoring in England Tool (CHIME) 
A national tool that brings together data to monitor the direct impacts of COVID-19 on health inequalities. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Department of Health and Social Care 
 
Vaccination of workers in social care settings other than care homes: operational guidance 
From 1 April 2022, people carrying out face-to-face, CQC regulated social care activities will need to be 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19, unless exempt. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-surveillance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-variants-identified-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccine-estimated-coverage-for-people-aged-18-and-over
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-variants-genomically-confirmed-case-numbers
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-value-and-growth-rate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sars-cov-2-variants-of-public-health-interest
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-sars-cov-2-variants-technical-briefings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-sars-cov-2-variants-of-concern-variant-risk-assessments
https://ukhsa.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-retrieve-file.pl?id=180721b6e7bb10ed5199b842cbfb918a
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements/covid-19-health-inequalities-monitoring-in-england-tool-chime--6
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-workers-in-social-care-settings-other-than-care-homes-operational-guidance


COVID-19 vaccination of people working or deployed in care homes: operational guidance 
Anyone working or volunteering in a care home needs to be fully vaccinated against coronavirus (COVID-
19), unless they are exempt. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Using your NHS COVID Pass for travel abroad and at venues and settings in England 
How to use the NHS COVID Pass to demonstrate your coronavirus (COVID-19) status when travelling 
abroad and domestically at venues and settings in England. 
Updated: 1 February 2022 
 
Consultation on removing vaccination as a condition of deployment for health and social care staff 
Consultation to remove vaccination as a condition of deployment as Omicron replaces Delta as dominant 
COVID-19 variant. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
Oral statement on vaccines as a condition of deployment 
The Secretary of State for Health and Social Care Sajid Javid updated Parliament on vaccines as a 
condition of deployment. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): advice for pregnant employees 
Advice for pregnant employees on risk assessments in the workplace and occupational health during the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): providing home care 
Information for those providing personal care to people living in their own home during the coronavirus 
outbreak. 
Updated: 31 January 2022 
 
Second ground-breaking antiviral to be deployed to country's most vulnerable 
Thousands of those most at-risk to COVID-19 will soon be able to access the UK’s second ground-breaking 
antiviral 
Updated: 28 January 2022 
 
Coronavirus Act reports 
Two-monthly and yearly reports on which powers in the Coronavirus Act 2020 are currently active. 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
Coronavirus Act report: January 2022 
The eleventh two-monthly report on which powers in the Coronavirus Act 2020 are currently active. 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
Face coverings: when to wear one, exemptions and what makes a good one 
This page explains what face coverings are, including what makes a good one, when to wear a face 
covering and exemptions from wearing one. 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
COVID-19: arranging or attending a funeral or commemorative event 
Guidance for arranging or attending a funeral or commemorative event during the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement 
 
COVID Medicine Delivery Unit Directory 
Published on: 21 December 2021 
Last modified on 3 February 2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-people-working-or-deployed-in-care-homes-operational-guidance
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-act-two-monthly-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-act-report-january-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/covid-medicine-delivery-unit-directory/


 
Letter to general practices: deployment of COVID-19 treatments for highest risk non-hospitalised 
patients 
 Published on: 9 December 2021 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Every action counts 
 Published on: 8 March 2021 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Healthcare associated COVID-19 infections – further action 
 Published on: 2 February 2022 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Primary care and community health services to support care home residents 
 Published on: 2 February 2022 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Updates and guidance for general practice 
 Published on: 11 March 2020 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Public Health England provision of SARSCoV-2 genotyping and sequencing services for the NHS 
 Published on: 25 May 2021 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Extending the post-thaw expiry date of specific batches of Spikevax® (also known as COVID-19 
vaccine Moderna) for adults 
 Published on: 2 February 2022 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Information on the Government’s additional COVID-19 advice for people whose immune system 
means they are at higher risk 
 Published on: 4 January 2022 
 Last modified on: 2 February 2022 
 
Letter to patients: Important information about new treatments for coronavirus 
 Published on: 17 December 2021 
 Last modified on: 1 February 2022 
 
Block payment guidance documents: April – July 2020 
 Published on: 13 April 2020 
 Last modified on: 1 February 2022 
 
Sexual assault referral centres: tools from the Forensic Faculty of Legal Medicine 
 Published on: 18 March 2020 
 Last modified on: 1 February 2022 
 
Suspected coronavirus (COVID-19): important information to keep you safe while isolating at home 
 Published on: 21 December 2020 
 Last modified on: 1 February 2022 
 
Mental health, learning disabilities and autism: Guidance 
 Published on: 25 March 2020 
 Last modified on: 1 February 2022 
 
Update: Vaccination as a condition of deployment (VCOD) for all healthcare workers 
 Published on: 31 January 2022 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/deployment-of-covid-19-treatments-for-highest-risk-non-hospitalised-patients/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/deployment-of-covid-19-treatments-for-highest-risk-non-hospitalised-patients/
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/primary-care-and-community-health-services-to-support-care-home-residents/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/preparedness-letters-for-general-practice/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/public-health-england-provision-of-sarscov-2-genotyping-and-sequencing-services-for-the-nhs/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/extending-the-post-thaw-expiry-date-of-specific-batches-of-spikevax-for-adults/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/extending-the-post-thaw-expiry-date-of-specific-batches-of-spikevax-for-adults/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/information-on-the-governments-additional-covid-19-advice-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/information-on-the-governments-additional-covid-19-advice-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/letter-to-patients-important-information-about-new-treatments-for-coronavirus/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/block-payment-guidance-documents/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/sexual-assault-referral-centres-tools-from-the-forensic-faculty-of-legal-medicine/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/suspected-coronavirus-covid-19-important-information-to-keep-you-safe-while-isolating-at-home/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/letter-responding-to-covid-19-mental-health-learning-disabilities-and-autism/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/update-vaccination-as-a-condition-of-deployment-vcod-for-all-healthcare-workers/


Contacting your patients about new COVID-19 treatments 
 Published on: 21 December 2021 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 
Interim clinical commissioning policy: neutralising monoclonal antibodies or antivirals for non-
hospitalised patients with COVID-19 
 Published on: 9 December 2021 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 
Interim Clinical Commissioning Policy: Neutralising monoclonal antibodies and intravenous 
antivirals in the treatment of COVID-19 in hospitalised patients 
 Published on: 17 September 2021 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 
Letter to general practices: deployment of COVID-19 treatments for highest risk non-hospitalised 
patients 
 Published on: 9 December 2021 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 
Home oxygen order form (HOOF) letters and guidance 
 Published on: 3 April 2020 
 Last modified on: 31 January 2022 
 
SAGE 
 
SPI-B: Note on school closures, 17 March 2020 
A note on school closures prepared by the scientific pandemic influenza group on behaviours (SPI-B) and 
modelling (SPI-M) for the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE). 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
NHS Confederation 
 
COVID-19 latest developments 2nd February 
Latest developments on the UK's response to the coronavirus outbreak. 
 
NHS providers 
 
11th hour policy change on mandatory vaccination will cause frustration 
31 January 2022 
 
Covid Symptom Study  
 
UK back to 200,000 a day 
February 3, 2022 
 
INTERNATIONAL GUIDANCE 
 
WHO 
 
End-to-end integration of SARS-CoV-2 and influenza sentinel surveillance: revised interim guidance 
31 January 2022  | COVID-19: Surveillance, case investigation and epidemiological protocols 
 
Global analysis of health care waste in the context of COVID-19 
Status, impacts and recommendations 1 February 2022 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
 
Overview of the implementation of COVID-19 vaccination strategies and deployment plans in the 
EU/EEA 
Technical report 31 Jan 2022 
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/deployment-of-covid-19-treatments-for-highest-risk-non-hospitalised-patients/
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https://covid.joinzoe.com/post/uk-back-to-200-000-a-day
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Integrated_sentinel_surveillance-2022.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240039612
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Pharmacy 
 
MHRA 
 
Novavax COVID-19 vaccine Nuvaxovid approved by MHRA 
The vaccine has been approved after meeting the required safety, quality and effectiveness standards. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Regulatory approval of COVID-19 vaccine Nuvaxovid 
Information for healthcare professionals and the public about the COVID-19 vaccine Nuvaxovid. 
Updated: 3 February 2022 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccines adverse reactions 
A weekly report covering adverse reactions to approved COVID-19 vaccines 
Updated: 27 January 2022 
 
 
Specialist Pharmacy Service 
 
Extending the post thaw expiry of Moderna (Spikevax) COVID-19 vaccine in PCN designated sites 
Ian Allen, Pharmacy Quality Assurance Regional Specialist (NW), North West Pharmaceutical Quality 
Assurance · Last updated 1 February 2022  
 
Extending the post thaw expiry of Moderna (Spikevax) COVID-19 vaccine in Trusts and Vaccination 
Centres 
Ian Allen, Pharmacy Quality Assurance Regional Specialist (NW), North West Pharmaceutical Quality 
Assurance · Last updated 1 February 2022  
 
Medicines interactions with nirmatrelvir and ritonavir (Paxlovid®) 
Helen Davis, Director, North West Medicines Information Centre · Published 28 January 2022 · Last 
updated 2 February 2022  
 
EVIDENCE BASED SUMMARIES 
 
Cochrane Library 
 
2 February 2022 

The Special Collection Coronavirus (COVID-19): infection control and prevention measures has been 
updated with the addition of a new Cochrane Review, Cuffed versus uncuffed endotracheal tubes for 
neonates. 

The Special Collection Coronavirus (COVID-19): support for wellbeing in the healthcare 
workforce has been updated with the addition of a new Cochrane Clinical Answer, What are the effects 
of mindfulness-based psychological interventions for medical students and junior doctors? 

31 January 2022 

New Cochrane Clinical Answer For people with moderate, severe or critical COVID-19 illness, what are 
the effects of interleukin 1 (IL-1) blocking agents (anakinra or canakinumab)? 

 

ROYAL COLLEGES / ASSOCIATIONS 
 
British Medical Association 
 
COVID-19: mandatory vaccine guidance. 
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/covid-19/vaccines/covid-19-mandatory-vaccine-guidance 
BMA response to the Government's announcement that all healthcare staff in England must be fully 
vaccinated by April 2022. 
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Faculty of Occupational Medicine 
 
Guidance: COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccination and Occupational Health. 
https://www.fom.ac.uk/covid-19/guidance-covid-19-mandatory-vaccination-and-occupational-health 
The aim of the guidance is to provide background information which may assist Occupational Health 
practitioners. The Faculty believes that Occupational Health practitioners should avoid involvement in 
medical exemption and management and employment matters, including redeployment or suspension or 
dismissal of staff who refuse vaccination. They should also not be involved in giving information to 
employers about the vaccine status of individual employees without their consent. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
Patient experience before the omicron wave: the storm before the storm. 
The Patients Association ; 2022. 
https://www.patients-association.org.uk/Blog/patient-experience-before-the-omicron-wave-the-storm-
before-the-storm 
This report, based on a survey of more than 1,000 UK patients conducted over a month just before 
Christmas 2021, finds the disruption to health and care services caused by the pandemic is profound and 
long-term. The survey found: two out of three patients lack confidence that the health and care system will 
be able to deliver high quality care and treatment consistently after the pandemic; half had not been able to 
access the services they needed; and half had struggled to get GP appointments. 
 
Coronavirus: adult social care key issues and sources. 
House of Commons Library; 2022. 
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9019/ 
This briefing provides an overview of key issues facing the adult social care sector during the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) pandemic, and provides links to some of the key official guidance for the sector. Updated 28 
January 2022. 
 
COVID-19: Government writes off £10bn on unusable, overpriced, or undelivered PPE 
BMJ, 376, 3 February 2022 
Reports on DHSC annual report and accounts 2020-2021 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH 
 
Selected Papers: 

Antibodies 
 
What Is the Antibody Response and Role in Conferring Natural Immunity After SARS-CoV-2 
Infection? Rapid, Living Practice Points From the American College of Physicians (Version 2). 
Qaseem A. Annals of Internal Medicine 2022;:doi.org/10.7326/M21-3272. 
Based on an updated systematic review, these points recommend against use of SARS-CoV-2 antibody 
tests for diagnosis of SARS-CoV-2 infection, and to predict the degree or duration of natural immunity 
conferred by antibodies against reinfection. 
 
Risk for Reinfection After SARS-CoV-2: A Living, Rapid Review for American College of Physicians 
Practice Points on the Role of the Antibody Response in Conferring Immunity Following SARS-CoV-
2 Infection. 
Helfand M. Annals of Internal Medicine 2022;:doi.org/10.7326/M21-4245. 
[Review (18 studies) found immunity acquired by previous infection reduced the risk for symptomatic 
infections from wild-type and Alpha variants by 84% to 90% for at least 7 months, when compared to 
unvaccinated, previously uninfected individuals.] 
 
COVID-19 and the Common Cold—Preexisting Coronavirus Antibodies May Hinder SARS-CoV-2 
Immunity 
Abbasi J 
JAMA January 26, 2022 
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APOL1 Risk Variants, Acute Kidney Injury, and Death in Participants With African Ancestry 
Hospitalized With COVID-19 From the Million Veteran Program 
Hung AM, Shah SC, Bick AG, et al. 
JAMA Internal Medicine January 28, 2022 
 
Risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection in migrants and ethnic minorities compared with the general 
population in the European WHO region during the first year of the pandemic: a systematic review 
Anissa Jaljaa et al 
BMC Public Health 20th January 2022 
 
Cardiology 
 
Direct and indirect effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on patients with cardiomyopathy 
Hammersley, D et al 
Open Heart January 2022 
 
Hospitalisation for COVID-19 predicts long lasting cerebrovascular impairment: A prospective 
observational cohort study 
Tsvetanov, K. A., Spindler, L. R. B., Stamatakis, E. A., Newcombe, V. F., Lupson, V. C., Chatfield, D. A., 
Manktelow, A. E., Outtrim, J. G., Elmer, A., Kingston, N., Bradley, J. R., Bullmore, E. T., Rowe, J. B., 
Menon, D. K., the Cambridge NeuroCOVID Group, , the NIHR COVID-19 BioResource, , the Cambridge 
NIHR Clinical Research Facility, , the CITIID-NIHR BioResource COVID-19 collaboration 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2022-02-02 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
 
Critical Care 
 
Awake Prone Positioning, High-Flow Nasal Oxygen and Non-Invasive Ventilation as Non-Invasive 
Respiratory Strategies in COVID-19 Acute Respiratory Failure: A Systematic Review and Meta-
Analysis 
Benedikt Schmid et al 
Journal of Clinical Medicine 13th January 
  

Emergency Department 

Frequency and Risk of Emergency Medical Service Interhospital Transportation of Patients With 
Acute Lower Respiratory Tract Illness During the COVID-19 Pandemic in the US 
Sarzynski SH, Mancera A, Mann C, et al. 
JAMA January 28, 2022 
 
General 
 
Pandemic preparedness and COVID-19: an exploratory analysis of infection and fatality rates, and 
contextual factors associated with preparedness in 177 countries, from Jan 1, 2020, to Sept 30, 
2021 
The Lancet 
Published: February 1, 2022 
COVID-19 National Preparedness Collaborators 
 
Assessment of a Smartphone-Based Loop-Mediated Isothermal Amplification Assay for Detection 
of SARS-CoV-2 and Influenza Viruses 
Heithoff DM, Barnes L, Mahan SP, et al. 
JAMA Network Open January 28, 2022 
 
People carrying excess weight have an increased risk of severe covid-19 
Saul, H., Gursul, D. and Piernas, C.  
BMJ, 376, 2 February 2022 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2788707
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2788707
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-12466-1
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-12466-1
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-12466-1#auth-Anissa-Jaljaa
https://openheart.bmj.com/content/9/1/e001918
http://medrxiv.org/cgi/content/short/2022.02.01.22270235
http://medrxiv.org/cgi/content/short/2022.02.01.22270235
http://medrxiv.org/cgi/content/short/2022.02.01.22270235
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/what-unrefereed-preprint
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/what-unrefereed-preprint
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/2/391
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/2/391
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/11/2/391
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1946500
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2788712
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2788712
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00172-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00172-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00172-6/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2788464
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2788464
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj.o141


 
Randomized trials on non-pharmaceutical interventions for COVID-19: a scoping review 
Julian Hirt 
BMJ Evidence based Medicine 27th January 
 
Healthcare Workers 
 
Nursing students’ clinical placement experiences during the Covid-19 pandemic: A 
phenomenological study. 
Barisone M. Nurse Education in Practice 2022;59:103297. 
This study explored the clinical placement experiences of nursing students during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The health emergency caused by Covid-19 required a rapid reorganisation of care settings. This 
reorganisation entailed revisiting the clinical placements settings and learning programs of Italian nursing 
faculties. Some Italian universities wanted to seize the health emergency as a learning opportunity enabling 
the nursing student to acquire additional knowledge and skills. 
 
Long Covid 
 
Fatigue and cognitive impairment in Post-COVID-19 Syndrome: A systematic review and meta-
analysis 
Felicia Ceban et al 
Brain, Behavior and Immunity Vol 101 March 2022 
 
Gut microbiota dynamics in a prospective cohort of patients with post-acute COVID-19 syndrome 
Liu, Q et al 
Gut 26th January 
 
Mental Health 
 
Public mental health: required actions to address implementation failure in the context of COVID-19 
The Lancet Psychiatry 
Vol. 9No. 2Published: February, 2022 
Jonathan Campion and others 
 
Disparities in COVID-19 infection, hospitalisation and death in people with schizophrenia, bipolar 
disorder, and major depressive disorder: a cohort study of the UK Biobank 
L Hassan.  
Molecular psychiatry 2021;:Online only. 
People with severe mental illness (SMI; including schizophrenia/psychosis, bipolar disorder (BD), major 
depressive disorder (MDD)) experience large disparities in physical health. Emerging evidence suggests 
this group experiences higher risks of infection and death from COVID-19, although the full extent of these 
disparities are not yet established. We investigated COVID-19 related infection, hospitalisation and 
mortality among people with SMI in the UK Biobank (UKB) cohort study. 
 
Otolaryngology 
 
Sudden Sensorineural Hearing Loss During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Doweck I, Yanir Y, Najjar-Debbiny R, Shibli R, Saliba W 
JAMA Otolaryngology January 27, 2022 
 
Paediatrics 
 
Coagulation Abnormalities and Clinical Complications in Children With SARS-CoV-2: A Systematic 
Review of 48,322 Patients. 
McDaniel CG. Journal of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 2021;: doi: 10.1097/MPH.0000000000002321. 
The variety of laboratory abnormalities and coagulation complications associated with SARS-CoV-2 
presented in this review highlights the complexity and variability of the disease presentation in infants and 
children. 
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Paediatric headbox as aerosol and droplet barrier. 
Smith M. Archives of Disease in Childhood 2022;107(1):65-67. 
High-flow nasal oxygen (HFNO) is frequently used in hospitals, producing droplets and aerosols that could 
transmit SARS-CoV-2. The study compared different headbox setups against no headbox and found all 
headbox setups performed better in reducing dispersal of droplets than using no headbox. The application 
of a modified headbox, together with standard personal protective equipment practices, may allow for safer 
delivery of HFNO therapy but requires further research. 
 
Acute upper airway disease in children with the omicron (B.1.1.529) variant of SARS-CoV-2: a report 
from the National COVID Cohort Collaborative (N3C) 
Martin, B., DeWitt, P. E., Russell, S., Sanchez-Pinto, L. N., Haendel, M. A., Moffitt, R., Bennett, T. D. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2022-01-30 
This article is a preprint and has not been certified by peer review. It reports new medical research that has 
yet to be evaluated and so should not be used to guide clinical practice. 
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Clinical Characteristics and Outcomes of Patients With COVID-19–Associated Acute Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome Who Underwent Lung Transplant 
Kurihara C, Manerikar A, Querrey M, et al. 
JAMA January 27, 2022 
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Gout and the risk of COVID-19 diagnosis and death in the UK Biobank: a population-based study 
The Lancet Rheumatology 
Published: January 28, 2022 
Ruth K Topless et al 
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infections: a living systematic review and meta-analysis 
Buitrago-Garcia, D., Ipekci, A. M., Heron, L., Imeri, H., Araujo-Chaveron, L., Arevalo-Rodriguez, I., 
Ciapponi, A., Cevik, M., Hauser, A., Alam, M. I., Meili, K., Meyerowitz, E. A., Prajapati, N., Qiu, X., 
Richterman, A., Robles-Rodriguez, W. G., Thapa, S., Zhelyazkov, I., Salanti, G., Low, N. 
MedRxiv — Posted: 2022-01-30 
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